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Mr. Speaker, I hope the 105th Con-

gress will seriously consider what we
can do to make sure the lives of our
children are more healthy than they
are now.
f

SOLVE THE HEALTH INSURANCE
CRISIS

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, like so many of my other col-
leagues, I am deeply distressed that we
continue to live in a country as
wealthy as the United States of Amer-
ica and we continue to have 10 million
of our children without health cov-
erage, 1 in 7 children in this Nation
with no health insurance. Tragically, 9
out of 10 of these children live in fami-
lies with working parents, but they
earn too little to provide health insur-
ance, not only for themselves but in
many instances for their children.

There was a time 10 years ago when
children were covered by employers,
when children were the responsibility
of families working. But today as we
see a downsizing of jobs, a downsizing
of benefits, a downsizing of hours, em-
ployers are walking away from families
in terms of health insurance, and they
are certainly walking away from the
children in those families that need
health insurance. Since we debated
health insurance issues, a million more
children in this country are without
that health insurance.

Mr. Speaker, we did not solve the
health insurance crisis in this country
by failing to deal with it. We owe the
children of America a much better due.
f

BIPARTISAN CONSENSUS ON
HEALTH CARE FOR CHILDREN IS
NEEDED
(Mr. WISE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, I too today
rise to urge this Congress to take ac-
tion to make sure that the 10 million
children in this country who are not
covered by some form of health insur-
ance get covered. Surely this is some-
thing on a bipartisan basis Republicans
and Democrats alike can reach consen-
sus and agreement on.

Because many of the cases in West
Virginia, for instance, where the Gen-
eral Accounting Office listed 40,000 un-
insured children, quite frankly I think
it is more than that, but in many cases
these are the children of parents who
play by the rules. They get up every
morning, they drive to work, they get
their kids off to school, they pay their
taxes, they obey the laws. They do ev-
erything right, and yet the thing that
grips their gut the most is that they do
not have their children covered with
health insurance.

Mr. Speaker, that is something this
Congress can rectify. We can argue

about a whole lot of other things, but
there are ways to do this. This Con-
gress needs to make sure that the 40,000
children in West Virginia and the mil-
lions of others across this country and
their working parents get their due,
and that is health insurance.

f

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
MARCH 3, 1997

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska). Is there objec-
tion to the request of the gentleman
from California?

There was no objection.

f

HOUR OF MEETING ON TUESDAY,
MARCH 4, 1997

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Monday, March 3,
1997, it adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, March 4, 1997, for morning
hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

f

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF SHEPHERD COL-
LEGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from West Virginia [Mr. WISE]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, I am going
to speak on two topics today. First,
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to wish a
happy anniversary to Shepherd College
in Shepherdstown, WV, just about an
hour and 15 minutes drive from here.
Today Shepherd College celebrated its
125th anniversary with the ringing of
the town bells that occurred at noon
today. This is going to kick off a year
of celebration. Although I cannot be at
the school today to share in this mo-

ment, I felt that this occasion war-
ranted special recognition.

Shepherd College is located in
Shepherdstown, WV, on the banks of
the Potomac River. It is the oldest
town in my State and its history runs
deep. Shepherdstown has watched its
young men march off to participate in
each war in this country, beginning
with the Revolutionary War. It wit-
nessed James Rumsey’s demonstration
of the steamboat two decades before
Robert Fulton. Shepherdstown also
served as witness to the bloodiest day
of the Civil War, the Battle of Antie-
tam, which was fought less than 5
miles away.

Shepherdstown has indeed experi-
enced a lot in our Nation’s history, but
perhaps its proudest accomplishment
has been the founding of Shepherd Col-
lege. Shepherd College was established
in 1871, when the county seat of Jeffer-
son County was moved from
Shepherdstown back to Charles Town.
The people in and around
Shepherdstown decided to use the va-
cated courthouse for a private college.
A year later, in 1872, the West Virginia
Legislature passed an act establishing
a school for the training of teachers in
Shepherd College.

One hundred and twenty-five years
ago Shepherd College consisted of 1
building and 20 students. Today its
campus entails over 20 buildings and
approximately 4,000 students. The cam-
pus has grown from one single lot in
1871 to over 161 acres of land today.

As the college has grown, so has its
importance, not only to West Virginia
but to our Nation as well. Shepherd
College alumni live in all 50 States of
our country.

I am proud to represent such a fine
institution in this congressional dis-
trict. Over the years I have had an op-
portunity to work with both Shepherd
College, its administration and its stu-
dents, and I have always been im-
pressed with the level of dedication
they all feel to this school. I wish
Shepherd College, its president, David
Dunlop, its alumni, its faculty and
staff, and certainly its students, every
possible success in the future, and con-
gratulate them as they celebrate their
125th anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, I also wish to speak
briefly today on the matter of the Air
Force expanding its overflights into
West Virginia and parts of Virginia.
And indeed it has been good to work
with Congressman GOODLATTE of Vir-
ginia, Congressman RAHALL, and the
Senators from each of our States as we
have dealt with the Air Force in trying
to get them to review and reconsider
their proposal to greatly expand their
number of training flights in the mili-
tary operational area to include east-
ern West Virginia and parts of Vir-
ginia.

The fact of the matter is that in a
meeting just last week the Air Force
conceded that they had not done the
proper environmental assessment.
They conceded that they had not taken
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public opinion into proper review, and
that they would now do the proper en-
vironmental assessment.

Many of us have great reservations
about the economic and environmental
impact of increasing from 66 flights a
year to over 2,200 training flights, some
only 300 feet above the mountainous
terrain, the impact that this would
have on our very prosperous poultry in-
dustry and livestock industry. There
are additional impacts, as well.

The Air Force also has conceded that
it did not do a good enough job in com-
municating with the public, and indeed
it did not, and that they will be, short-
ly, announcing meetings to occur in
Pendleton County and presumably in
Virginia, as well. Indeed, I will be
meeting today with representatives of
the Air Force to press this case.

The reality is, the best proposal
would be one in which they either re-
visit the whole idea completely, or ac-
tually reject it and consider expanding
the training flights they are doing in
the existing training area where it has
long been conducted.

b 1245

So for these reasons, I hope that the
Air Force will continue to look at this,
to reevaluate. Certainly we have
pushed off any effective date signifi-
cantly. It does call for a fair environ-
mental assessment. It does call for pub-
lic opinion and public comment. Most
importantly, it calls for a complete re-
view and reconsideration of what I con-
sider to be an ill-founded proposal, and
I will work to see if we can get the Air
Force to agree with that opinion.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BARRETT of Nebraska). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Wolf] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

f

TAKING ISSUE WITH COMMENTS
MADE BY FELLOW MEMBER OF
CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas [Mr. EDWARDS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, in my 5
years at this House I have very rarely
come to the well of this great body to
criticize the comments of one of my
colleagues. I have great respect for the
bipartisan and diverse views of all
Members of this House, and their right
to express the views and concerns and
ideas of the people they represent in
their respective districts.

But once in a while, a Member of this
House makes a comment that is so ir-
responsible and so outrageous that I
simply cannot remain silent. Yesterday
one of my colleagues from Texas, the
gentleman from Texas, [Mr. PAUL]
made a statement that I feel is so irre-

sponsible that in good conscience I
simply cannot remain silent.

In his statement on C–SPAN’s Wash-
ington Journal yesterday Mr. PAUL
said this:

I fear and there are a lot of people in this
country who fear they may be bombed by the
Federal Government at another Waco. I
mean, these people committed no crimes.

Mr. Speaker, it is astounding to me
that a member of this Federal Govern-
ment, a Member of this Congress,
would say publicly that he fears being
bombed by the Federal Government.
My fear is that kind of statement made
by a public official of this Congress
simply expands the hysterical paranoia
of those around this country who
might be hiding in their closets think-
ing that the Federal Government is
somehow going to bomb them in the
sanctity of their private homes.

I think that is sheer lunacy, at best.
At worst, it could create and engender
the kind of hatred toward our Federal
Government that leads to tragedies
such as that we all sadly witnessed in
Oklahoma City.

Second, as the Member of Congress
who represents Waco and the Waco
area, and as someone who watched and
followed very carefully the proceedings
and the tragedy of the Branch Davidian
compound, I must say that I am as-
tounded that the gentleman from
Texas [Mr. PAUL], a Member of this
House, would say, despite all of the
facts on the table, would suggest that
the Branch Davidians and David
Koresh committed no crimes.

At best, that is flat wrong and denies
the fact and reality. At worst, it is a
misrepresentation intentionally of
what was done there.

Let me say what the facts were. The
facts were that David Koresh raped a
10-year-old girl. We heard that dra-
matic testimony of that girl, now 14,
just a few months ago in the Halls of
this House.

Fact: The Federal officials who went
into that compound found 48 illegal
machine guns and illegal hand gre-
nades.

I would suggest to the gentleman
from Texas [Mr. PAUL] that the posses-
sion of 48 illegal machine guns and ille-
gal hand grenades, I would suggest
rape, arson, and murder are a crime in
the book of every American family, if
it is not a crime in the book of the gen-
tleman from Texas.

I think these statements, Mr. Speak-
er, deserve a response to the people of
Waco, to the people of Mr. PAUL’s dis-
trict, and to the people of this country.
I would like to hear him explain his
comments that he lives in fear of the
Federal Government bombing him, and
I would like to hear him explain how,
despite all of the clear facts, the facts
that the Branch Davidians lit the fires
that killed, tragically, those children
near Waco, I would like to hear him ex-
plain away those facts.

Instead of saying, perhaps I made a
misstatement, or I apologize for what I
said, or I did not intend to say that,

when Mr. PAUL responded to my re-
sponse yesterday in the Houston
Chronicle he accused me of McCarthy-
ism. Mr. Speaker, I hardly believe that
saying that arson, rape, and murder is
a crime in this country is anything
close to McCarthyism. He went on to
defend his contention that the
Davidians had committed no crimes.

I would challenge the gentleman
from Texas [Mr. PAUL], to meet with
me in the well of this House during spe-
cial orders and let us debate this. I be-
lieve good people of good will, both Re-
publicans and Democrats alike, who
look at the statements of the gen-
tleman from Texas will see that they
were irresponsible and dangerous to
have been made by a public Member of
this House.
f

SALUTE TO THE BIG 10 CHAMPION
MINNESOTA GOLDEN GOPHERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota Mr. RAMSTAD]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, it has
been a long, hard winter in Minnesota,
with record cold temperatures and
snowdrifts so high they obscured barns
and houses. But last night, the Univer-
sity of Minnesota men’s basketball
team warmed the heart of every Min-
nesotan as the Golden Gophers won
their first Big 10 Conference Champion-
ship since 1982.

Minnesota, hats off to thee.
Today, we salute Coach Clem

Haskins and his 1997 championship
team as well as the assistant coaches,
managers, training trainers, and the
best fans anywhere in the Nation. We
are Big 10 Champions and proud of it.

Mr. Speaker, last fall none of the ex-
perts picked our Golden Gophers to win
the title, but they persevered. They
won the close games. They personified
teamwork. They fought back. They
stuck to the game plan. They listened
to their coach, Clem Haskins.

One night this week, Coach Haskins
told the story on the local television
news of running into a woman in his
neighborhood grocery store. This
woman was accompanied by her young
son in a wheelchair. Clem could hardly
speak as he recounted that woman’s
words to him in that grocery store:
‘‘Your basketball team has totally cap-
tured my son’s attention,’’ she said.
‘‘The Gophers have inspired my son to
walk one day.’’

Fighting back tears, Coach Haskins
told the reporter: ‘‘That’s really what
the world is all about, if you can give
people some hope.’’

Coach Haskins, you and your team
have given us hope, and a whole lot
more.

Under Clem Haskins’ guiding hand,
this marvelous mix of young men has
rewritten University of Minnesota bas-
ketball history:

The first Big 10 title in 15 years, only
the third conference championship in
the past 60 years;.
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